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HISTORY OF SETTLEMENT AND ETHNIC COMPOSITION
OF THE KYRGYZ ON THE TERRITORY OF MODERN UZBEKISTAN
(Andijan, Namangan, Fergana regions)

Abstract. The scientific article discusses data on Kyrgyz people living outside the territory of Kyr-
gyzstan in the Republic of Uzbekistan. Their localization, distribution and settlement areas of the Kyrgyz
in the Ferghana Valley, tribal composition, material and spiritual cultures are studied. For the analysis,
scientific, scientific and statistical materials were used on the number and settlement of Kyrgyz in the
Ferghana Valley. Ethnocultural ties of the Kyrgyz people with other Turkic-speaking peoples have also
been studied.

The article examines historical data about Kyrgyz living outside the territory of Kyrgyzstan, including
in neighboring Uzbekistan. This work examines the localization of the Kyrgyz, their areas of distribution
in the Fergana Valley, tribal composition, material and spiritual culture of the ancient people. The terri-
tory of the Fergana Valley, which is currently under the jurisdiction of independent states (Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan), has been known since ancient times under the additional name “Golden Val-
ley” The history, culture, language of the Kyrgyz and Kyrgyz ethnic group and other features are closely
related to the population and culture of the Fergana Valley. It is known that the Kyrgyz have lived in the
valley, its foothills and mountainous areas since time immemorial. Some historical sources and works of
researchers indicate that the Kyrgyz inhabited the Fergana Valley and surrounding areas in the 10th-11th
centuries. AD It should be noted that the Kyrgyz have long lived in the Fergana Valley and its foothills.
An example of this, along with historical sources, can be toponymic names associated with the names
(ethnotoponyms) of Kyrgyz tribes and clans, which are quite densely populated in the region. In general,
to date, comprehensive studies of the ethnic history, ethnogenesis, ethnic culture, language, material
and spiritual culture of the Kyrgyz living in Uzbekistan have not been carried out. For the analysis,
scientific, scientific and statistical materials on the number and settlement of the Kyrgyz in the Fergana
Valley were used. The ethnocultural ties of the Kyrgyz people with other Turkic-speaking peoples have
also been studied.

Key words: Kyrgyz, Ferghana Valley, statistics, Soviet power, Kyrgyz tribes, ethnos, right wing, left
wing, Bulgachi (ichkiliki)
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KbIpFbi3AapAbIH, Ka3ipri ©36eKcTaH TeppUTOPUSICbIHAAFbI
(9HakaH, HamanraH, ®epfaHa 06AbICTapbl) KOHbICTaHY TapUXbl
)KOHEe 3THMKAABIK KYpambl

AHaatna: Makanapaa KbIpFbl3cTaH ayMarblHaH ThIC >KEpAE, OHbIH illiHAe Keplli ©36ekcTaHaa
TypaTbiH KbIPFbI3AAP TypaAbl TapuxmM AEPeKTep KapacTblpblAFaH. byA eHOekTe KbIpFbi3AapAbIH
xepciHaeyi, orapabiH DepraHa aAkabOblHAAFbl TapaAy anMakTapbl, TalMaAblK, Kypambl, €XKEeAri
XaAbIKTbIH, MaTEPMAAADBIK XKOHE PYXaHW MOAEHUETI 3epPTTEACAI.

Kasipri TaHaa Tayeacis mMemaekeTTepaid (KbiprbidctaH, ©36ekcTaH, ToXikCTaH) Ky3blpblHAAFbI
depraHa aAKabblHbIH, ayMarbl €XXEAAEH «AATbIH aAKarn» KOCbIMLLA aTaybiMeH OeAriAi. KpipfFbi3 xoHe
KbIPFbI3 3THOCbIHbIH, TapuXbl, MOAEHUETI, TiAl XXoHe 6acka aa epekiueAiktepi DepraHa aAKaOblHbIH
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XaAKbl MEH MOAEHMETIMEH Tblfbl3 0OalAaHbICTbl. KbIPFbI3AAp €XEeAAEH aAKanTa, OHbIH eTeriHAe,
TayAbl arMaKkTapAa MekeH eTkeHi 6eariai. Kenbip Tapuxym AEpeKKe3Aep MeH 3epTTeylliAepAiH
eHbekTepiHAE KbIpFbi3AapAbiH (DepraHa aHFapbl MEH OHbIH, MaHbIHAAFbl ariMakTapAbl coHay 10-11
FacblpAapAa MeKeHAEereHi anTblAaabl. AMTa KeTy Kepek, KblpFbidaap exeaseH DepraHa aakabbiHAQ
>K&HE OHbIH eTeriHae emip cypreH. byFaH Tapuxu AepekkesAepMeH KaTap eAkeae Oipliama TbiFbl3
KOHbICTAHFaH KbIPFbI3 TAlMNaAapbl MEH PYAApPbIHbIH, aTayAapbIMeH (3THOTOMOHUMAEPiIMEH) BalAQHbICTbI
TOMOHUMMKAABIK, aTayAapAbl KeATipyre 6oAaAbl. YKaArmbl, OCbl KyHre AeriH ©306ekcTaHaa TypaTtbiH
KbIPFbI3AAPABIH 3THMKAAbIK, TapWXblH, 3THOrEHe3iH, 3THWMKAAbIK, MOAEHMETIH, TiAiH, MaTepUaAAbIK,
YK&HEe pyXaHU MBAEHMETIH >KaH-KaKTbl 3ePTTeY >KYMbICTapbl XYPrisiAreH oK. Tasaay ywiH PepraHa
aAKaBObIHAAFbI KbIPFbI3AAPAbIH CaHbl MEH KOHbICTAHYbl TYPaAb! FbIAbIMUI, FbIABIMU YKOHE CTAaTUCTUKAADIK,
MaTepuansap naaasaHbiasbl. KbIpFbi3 XaAKbIHbIH 6acka TypKi TIAAEC XaAbIKTapMeH 3THOMBAEHU
GanAaHbICTapbl AQ 3ePTTEAAI.

KiAT ce3aep: kbipFbizpaap, MepraHa aMarbl, CTAaTUCTUKA, KEHECTIK GMAIK, KbIPHbI3 TarnaAapbl,
3THOC, OH KaHaT, COA KaHaT, 6yAraiubl (ilLKiAikTep)

Cianteme ywin: Kapataee O.K., KaapbipoB A.T. KbiprbizaapAblH — Kasipri  ©36ekcraH
TEePPUTOPUSICHIHAAFbI (DHAIXKaH, HamaHraH, MepraHa 06AbICTapbl) KOHbICTAHY TAPUXbl XKOHE 3THUKAADIK,
Kypambl // Kaszak Tapuxbl 3AEKTPOHAbI FbIAbIMM >KYpHaAbl. 2024. T. 182. No 2. 7-13-66. (aFblALIbIH
TiniHae.). DOI: https://doi.org/10.62183/2024-2-2-4-13

Introduction

Among the current issues in Kyrgyz studies, it is
important to clarify the social and economic status
of Kyrgyz people residing in neighboring countries
(China, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan,
Kazakhstan, and others) due to historical and
political events, their resettlement, and tribal
composition today. It should be noted that Kyrgyz
people have lived in these territories (including
the territories of the CIS countries that emerged
in 1991) since ancient times. The reason Kyrgyz
people remain in the territories of these countries
lies in various political circumstances. The main
reasons for the division of Kyrgyz people need to be
considered in two stages: first, in the second half of
the 19th century, according to the Russian Chinese
(Qin Dynasty: 1644-1912) and Russian British
border treaties, part of the Kyrgyz people remained
in the territory of Afghanistan, which was under
the protectorate of China (Qin) and Great Britain.
In addition, the territories of Sarykol (Murgab),
Zherge-Tal were part of the Bukhara Emirate. The
centuries-old nomads of the Kyrgyz, the roads to
the main pastures and wintering, have overlapped,
influencing the economic way of life that has
evolved over centuries.

The second stage took place in the 1920s-1930s
of the 20th century under Soviet rule (the Provisional
Government of the Russian Empire initiated this
process in 1917 — O.K.). As a result of clarifying the
national-territorial boundaries in Central Asia, part
of the Kyrgyz people, who lived within the Russian
Empire and the former Bukhara Emirate, remained
within the newly formed Uzbek, Tajik, and Kazakh
autonomous republics, and later within the territories

of union republics (initially ASSRs, autonomous
regions). These actions were the result of the Soviet
state’s policy to create national-administrative
systems to manage the fragmented national-cultural
and linguistic characteristics of the peoples living in
the Central Asian region.

As a result of the reforms of national-territorial
division, vast territories where Kyrgyz people have
long resided came under the jurisdiction (national-
administrative entities) of the aforementioned
republics.

Recently, both electronic and print media have
started using the term “ethnic Kyrgyz” to refer to
Kyrgyz people who have been living in neighboring
countries since ancient times and have remained
there due to historical circumstances. Unfortunately,
we see and hear that this ethno-social term is
currently being used by government officials at an
official level. This term has an incorrect definition
and is far from being scientifically accurate from an
ethnopsychological perspective.

The category of “ethnic Kyrgyz” can also include
compatriots who have moved from Kyrgyzstan to
other countries such as Turkey, Germany, Russia, the
United States, Italy, and others, and those who have
become citizens of these countries. For example,
Kyrgyz people living in the Van region of Turkey
can be called “ethnic Kyrgyz” because in 1982 they
were forced to relocate from their previous places
of residence in Afghanistan to another country. It
is worth noting that there are over 20,000 Kyrgyz
people living in Chicago (USA) alone, who can also
be classified as “ethnic Kyrgyz”.

The Fergana Valley, which is currently under
the jurisdiction of independent states (Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan), has long been known by
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the additional name “Golden Valley.” The Fergana
Valley, the jewel of Central Asia, is one of the
regions in Asia where the most ancient people
lived, civilizations developed, and various cultural
centers flourished. This region is renowned for
its high level of development of sedentary, semi-
nomadic, and nomadic cultures, where humans
mastered mountain ranges, water-rich foothills,
fertile lands, and utilized pastures for livestock.
The history of the valley spans centuries, during
which it absorbed numerous layers of different
cultures, including urban, semi-sedentary,
nomadic, etc., where economic-cultural, trade-
economic, and linguistic ties of tribes and peoples
closely developed. The cities and settlements
in the region became major trade, cultural, and
economic centers, linking the West and the East.
It was the Fergana Valley that united branches
of the Great Silk Road, connecting Eastern and
Western civilizations. The valley, known as the
“pearl of Central Asia,” has long been famous for
Indo-European (Iranian, Hindi), Turkic-Mongolian
languages and has been one of the main centers of
cultural blending (Islamic, Buddhist, Christian,
etc.). Various ethnic groups migrated from different
regions to the valley, where relative peace and
dominance prevailed. As a result, in the 19th and
early 20th centuries, the population growth of the
Fergana Valley, along with various ethnic groups,
contributed to an increase in population density
(see: Gubaeva, 2004: 3-4).

The territory of the Fergana Valley covers 22,000
square kilometers, including the foothills — 80,000
square kilometers. The valley has an elliptical shape
and, as is known, reaches 300 square kilometers
in length and 170 square kilometers in width. The
Fergana Valley is surrounded by the Chatkal and
Kuramin ranges from the northwest, the Fergana
range from the northeast, the Alai and Turkestan
ranges from the south. On the western side, a plain
road, which could lead to other regions of Central
Asia, is currently framed by the Kayrak-Kum canal
(“Khujand Gates”) and extends to the Ach-Talaa
area (Hungry Steppe).

“Most of the other roads connecting the valley
to the outside world pass through the mountains,
mountain passes. The territory of the valley is
mainly flat, consisting of surrounding mountains,
the height of which reaches 6 thousand meters.
Politically, economically, and culturally developed
since time immemorial, the Fergana Valley has
been divided between three countries (Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan) since the first quarter of the

20th century (1924-1926/27), in terms of national-
cultural, linguistic characteristics.”

“At present, the Fergana Valley is one of the
most densely populated regions not only in Central
Asia but also in the world. The population of the
region is mainly engaged in agriculture, animal
husbandry in the mountains and foothills, as well
as farming. The major ethnic groups comprising the
majority of the Fergana region are Kyrgyz, Uzbeks,
Tajiks, Russian-speaking peoples, followed by
Tatars, Uyghurs, Central Asian Turks, and Central
Asian Roma (Luli). It is known that almost all the
population adheres to the Sunni orientation of Islam
(Hanafi madhhab). It can be noted that in the ethnic
history and culture of the population of the Fergana
Valley, geographically separated from other regions
of Central Asia, certain characteristics have been
formed.”

“The history, culture, language of the Kyrgyz
people, and other characteristics are closely
connected with the population and culture of the
Fergana Valley. It is known that Kyrgyz people
have been living in the valley, its foothills, and
mountainous areas since ancient times. The history
and culture of the state and the peoples inhabiting
the region are widely reflected in historical sources,
as well as in the works of authors from the Middle
Ages and modern times. It is known to science that
foreign and domestic historians show a constant
interest in the history of the region. The Kyrgyz
people began to be mentioned in the 9th-10th
centuries within Central Asia. Some rare written
sources contain information about the Kyrgyz and
neighboring peoples and tribes.”

“The Kyrgyz people have long inhabited the
cities and villages of Maverannahr (the region
between the Syr Darya and Amu Darya rivers)
and had close trade ties with the local population.
They (the Kyrgyz) obtained clothing, fabrics, and
agricultural goods necessary for farming, while the
settled population provided them with livestock,
animal products, meat and dairy products, leather,
and other supplies. The Kyrgyz began to inhabit and
settle the steppe regions of Central Asia (the region
between the two rivers) in the 6th century AD during
the Western Turkic Khaganate, and later during the
Uyghur and Turgesh Khaganates (see: Ethnic Atlas
of Uzbekistan, 2002: 140-142).”

Materials and methods

Some historical sources and works of researchers
indicate that the Kyrgyz inhabited the Fergana Valley
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and surrounding areas in the 10th-11th centuries AD.
In the medieval geographical written source of 982
AD in Farsi “Kitab Hudud al- ‘alam min al-Mashrik
ila-al-Maghrib” (“Borders of the World from East to
West”), written by an unknown (anonymous) author,
a special section is devoted to the Kyrgyz (“On the
territory inhabited by the Kyrgyz” — 176 pages).
In information about neighboring peoples (Chigil,
Yagma, Karluks, Kesim, Tuhsi, etc.), the Kyrgyz
are mentioned 11 times. In such cities and towns as
Osh, Uzgen, Aksy, Hokand (Kokon), Kubasai, along
with these peoples, the residence of the Kyrgyz
is described (MIKK, 1973, “Hudud al-alam.” S.
41-45). Al-Marwazi wrote that the Kyrgyz lived
in the XI century. in the East Tengir mountainous
regions (Karaev, 1968:55). Al-Marwazi noted in
his memoirs that “the Kyrgyz stopped burning the
bodies of the dead after they became neighbors
with the Muslim world. They believed that burning
human bodies purifies the deceased.” Therefore, the
Kyrgyz became neighbors with Muslims after the
year 840 (see: Karaev, 1968: 54).”

The map drawn by al Idrisi also gives very
interesting information about the territories in which
the Kyrgyz are located. In al-Marvazi Tabai’s work
“al-khayvan” (“The Animal World”), written in
1120, he writes that the Kyrgyz were located south
of the Kimaks, and the Yagmas and Khallukhi
(Karluks) were located to the west. The chronicles
of the Tang Dynasty of 843 describe successful
military campaigns of the Kyrgyz in East Turkestan,
attacks on the territory of the Tang state (China)
called Anxi and Beitin (Malyavkin, 1974: 37, 116).
These historical evidence also show that Kyrgyz
people began to settle in the territory of modern
Kyrgyzstan. The cities of Osh, Andukan (Andijan),
Uzgen, Aksykent, Kuvasay and others, located in
the Fergana Valley, population data and economy
of the region are described in detail in the works of
authors of the Middle Ages (see: KKTB, Bishkek,
2002, books I-1I1)

“There is abundant information about the
population of the region during the Mongol
conquests and in later times. The works of Muslim
authors were written with consideration of religion,
its spread, and designated the population solely
by the term ‘Muslims.” Zahir-ud-Din Muhammad
Babur, in his ‘Baburnama,’ wrote that to the east of
Andijan, between the Fergana Valley and Kashgar,
lived 5-6 thousand families who called themselves
‘Chogorok,” ‘Chogrok.” Among their large horned
livestock, the Chogoroks kept sheep and yaks
(kotos). At that time, only the Kyrgyz in Central Asia

kept yaks. This indicates that the Kyrgyz lived in the
Fergana Valley. Babur (Zahir-ud-Din Muhammad),
who gathered an army against the invading nomadic
Uzbeks (Shaybanids), who had overthrown the
Timurid state from the Desht-i-Kipchak, received
20,000 sheep and 1,500 horses from the Kyrgyz.
Chogoroks are known today as part of the Teiit and
Kesek tribes living in the territory of Kyrgyzstan,
and among the Kyrgyz living in the Tashkurgan
Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of
China.”

“In the work ‘Tarikh-i Rashidi’ (describing
events of 1451), by Mirza Muhammad Haydar,
information about the tribes Barin, Bulgachi,
Choros, and others of the Fergana Valley is reflected.
Baaryn is the tribe of the right wing of the Kyrgyz,
Bulgachi or Bulgachylar is the name of the Kyrgyz
tribal association Ichkilikov, and Choro(s) is the
name of a large tribe in the Kyrgyz Sayak tribe. In
‘Majmu at-Tavarikh’ by Saif ad-Din Aksikenti (16th
century), information is provided about the tribal
groups of the Kyrgyz, about the right and left wings
and about Ichkiliks (Bulgachi). The genealogical
gap mentioned in that era fully coincides with
the genealogical tree of modern Kyrgyz. Firstly,
the tribal groups of the right wing, left wing, and
Ichkiliks, built on a dual system, stemmed from
the military and economic needs (see: Karataev
O. Kyrgyz Dictionary of Ethnonyms. Bishkek:
2003). Mass migrations of Kyrgyz from Eastern
Turkestan, now the northern regions of Kyrgyzstan,
to the Fergana region and further to the Tashkent
region, occurred due to pressure from the Dzungar
Khanate (1635-1773/75) (see Gubaeva, 1983:83). It
is likely that after these events, the relative number
of Kyrgyz living in the region sharply increased.
It is necessary to note that the Kyrgyz have long
lived in the Fergana Valley and its foothills. As an
example, along with historical sources, toponymic
names associated with the names (ethnotoponyms)
of Kyrgyz tribes and clans, which are quite densely
scattered in the region, can serve as evidence.

Studies of the population history of the region
can be mainly divided into four phases. 1. Joining
the Russian Empire at the end of the 18th century. —
60 XIX century; 2. Study of the Fergana Valley in
the 60s of the XIX century. before 1917 3. Research
work in Soviet period; 4. Research work after
independence. These data are largely based on the
results of statistics and censuses of the population
of Central Asia, including the Fergana Valley,
conducted at one time by government institutions of
the Russian Empire and the period of Soviet power.
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Discussion

During the era of great geographical
discoveries, foreigners’ interest in Central Asia,
including the Fergana Valley, began to grow. Their
interest was linked to the region’s population,
traditional culture, languages, location, and so
on. In 1812, Indian official Mir Izzetullah, who
visited the Khanate of Kokand at the request of
the British William Moorcroft, provided detailed
information about the Fergana Valley. The author
considers Osh and its surrounding areas as the
residence of the Kyrgyz, Aravan as the residence
of the mountain Tajiks, who were resettled from
Badakhshan, Andijan district (Min-Tepe) as the
residence of Kipchaks and Turks, and Kuvasay as
the residence of Kyrgyz and Kalmyks (Gubaeva,
2004: 7). The ethnic composition of the valley’s
population at that time was extremely diverse. For
example, in the third quarter of the 18th century,
the Dzungar Khanate collapsed, and the surviving
Kalmyks began seeking refuge in Central Asia,
particularly in the direction of Fergana. As a result
of military clashes, some Kalmyks were displaced,
while others settled down (History of the Peoples
of Uzbekistan. — Tashkent, 1947. Vol. 11.-P.131).
Mass migrations of Karakalpaks to the Fergana
Valley occurred due to civil wars and famine in
the Khanate of Khiva. Additionally, in the 17th-
18th centuries, mountain Tajiks from Badakhshan
began to migrate to the Fergana Valley. The main
reasons for this were internal conflicts among the
khans of Mountain Badakhshan and famine.

Geographical, historical-ethnographic, linguis-
tic (language) study of the region’s population was
initiated during Tsarist Russia. Local authorities
of the Russian Empire began to conduct statistical
studies and clarify the boundaries of the region. Sta-
tistical committees recorded on the population data
of the region, national, tribal composition, etc. in
such written sources as: “Materials for the Statis-
tics of the Turkestan Region. Yearbook,” “Yearbook
of the Fergana Region,” “Statistical Overviews of
the Fergana Region,” “Materials for the Statistical
Description of the Fergana Region,” “List of Settle-
ments in the Fergana Valley,” and drew maps re-
flecting the population’s settlement areas. Explorer
Nikolay Potanin, who accompanied envoys from
the Khanate of Kokand from St. Petersburg in 1829,
provided reliable information about the population
and economy of the region (Gubaeva, 2004: 8). Un-

fortunately, the overwhelming majority of data from
this era were empirical, and the authors had little
knowledge about the language or history of the re-
gion’s population.

The works of V.V. Velyaminov-Zernov on the
study of the territory were raised to a new level.
In these studies, a careful approach was used
to accurately study the political and economic
situation, economy, and economic structure of the
territory. Research is aimed at studying the economic
potential of the region, which will create new goods
for capitalist entreprencurs of the Russian Empire,
and they, in turn, will use raw materials and cheap
labor. In the main works devoted to the study of
Central Asia, including the Fergana Valley, one
can add studies by famous authors such as: A. F.
Middendorf, A. P. Fedchenko, N. A. Severtsova, 1.
V. Mushketova, N. A. Aristov, A. V. Bunyakovsky,
A. Z. Validov, A. L. Kun, P. E. Kuznetsov, A. A.
Kushakevich, N. S. Lykoshina, A. I. Maksheev, V.
P. Nalivkin, V.A. Parfentyev, N.F. Sitnyakovsky,
A.P. Khoroshkhin and others. The works of these
researchers reflect data on the Kyrgyz of the
Fergana region: generic names, their composition,
location, economic structure. It is known that most
of this information was published in the collections
“Vestnik”, “Proceedings”, “Notes” of the “Russian
Geographical Society” (RGO). In particular, it
should be noted the work of N.F. Sitnyakovsky
about the Kyrgyz living in the eastern part of the
Fergana region (“Enumeration of some clans of
the Kyrgyz living in the eastern part of the Fergana
region”, 1898). The researcher provided work
supplemented by significant information about the
tribal composition and settlement of the Kyrgyz.
In addition, it is necessary to note the article by
N.S. Lykoshin, which provides information on the
Chapkulluk (Chapkyldyk) volost of the Khojent
district of the Samarkand region. The author wrote
about the relationships of the Kyrgyz people residing
inthe volost (administrative unit) of Chapkulluk (the
name of the Kyrgyz tribe Chapkildyk), populated
by Kyrgyz, regarding their forced resettlement
(Samarkand, 1906). V.P. Nalivkin, along with his
wife M. Nalivkina, who extensively studied Central
Asia, provided information about the -culture,
language, economic structure, social relations, and
religious situation of the settled population of the
Fergana Valley in their work “Essays on the Life of
Indigenous Women in the Fergana Valley” (Kazan,
1886).
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Results

The authors note that they observed a process of
Turkicization among the local Tajiks (Sarts). The
Kyrgyz people living in the foothills of the Fergana
Valley continued to lead a nomadic lifestyle. In the
section “Roof of the World” translated into Russian
in the work of British Sir Thomas Edward Gordon,
it is recounted that in Kyzyl-Arte of the Pamirs,
there were 1000 families of Kyrgyz and Kipchaks
(Kyrgyz-Kipchaks — O.K.), who had migrated
from Fergana seven years ago (Gubaeva, 2004:
16). French anthropologist and ethnographer C.
Ujfalvy in 1876-1877, alongside Kazakhs, Tajiks,
nomadic Uzbeks, and Karakalpaks, wrote about the
Kyrgyz. He also provided data on the settlement
of sedentary and semi-nomadic populations. At
that time, Fergana Kyrgyz lived in the territories
of Osh, Andijan, Namangan, Kokand, Margilan,
Skobelev (Fergana), and Khujand districts of the
Fergana, Syr-Darya regions of Turkestan General-
Governorship.

Ethnographic data on the population and the Ky-
rgyz people of the Khodjent district of the Samar-
kand region is covered in the work of L.I. Zarubin:
“The Population of the Samarkand Region: Its Size,
Ethnographic Composition, and Territorial Distri-
bution.” 1t is known that part of the territory of the
Hodgental County by geographical features is inc-
luded in the Fergana Valley. In Khodjenski county,
Kyrgyz people lived in the counties of Chapkulluk
(Chepprok), Bokso, Sibirgi, etc. Scientific work
“Clan Division of the Kyrgyz” by the famous Ky-
rgyz state and political figure Abdykerim Sydykov,
published in 1927 in Tashkent, has not lost its re-
levance for historical science and today (Sydykov,
1925: 3-25). The Russian Institute of Statistics and
Statistics has published a new book on Kyrgyz
Kyrgyz Society. The author cites the genealogical
discrepancies of the Kyrgyz, gives exact data on the
distribution area of their distribution, and writes that
in the territories outside the Kyrgyz ASSR there are
more than 350,000 Kyrgyz (China, Afghanistan).
The Afghan side scholar named the Kyrgyz living
in Sarykol (Murghab), Afghanistan (see Sydykov,
1925/1927: 273-274). The Afghan side is Afghanis-
tan. It is worth mentioning the studies on the his-
tory, ethnography of Kyrgyz, conducted by one of
the first Kyrgyz historians-writers Belek Soltonoev
(Soltonoev, 2003: 423). Population of Fergana val-
ley, economic system, social relations of Kyrgyz
XIX century. Studied in scientific works K. Usen-
bayeva, V. M. Flat, K. S. Moldokazemova, B. M.

Zhumabayeva, T. Kenensarieva, A. Bedelbaeva and
others.

After the Central Asian peoples became part of
the Russian Empire, a new Russian system of ad-
ministration was introduced in the territory. Sta-
tistical censuses of the settled, semi-nomadic, and
nomadic population were carried out, the tax sys-
tem, the use of land and water, and pasture use were
streamlined, and villages began to be created. Impe-
rial officials paid attention to the ethnic composition
of the living population and conducted special cen-
suses to determine the exact national composition.
In 1897, the first population census was conducted
in the Russian Empire and the Turkestan General
Government. In the foothills of the Fergana region
of Russian Turkestan at the end of the 19th century.
— early 20th century 423 thousand 639 Kyrgyz lived
(see: Materials on the characteristics of the national
economy in Turkestan...1911:62).

Following the recommendation of linguists, the
population of Turkestan was surveyed by linguistic
features rather than by ethnicity. There were several
errors made in these statistical surveys. Obviously,
in the historical conditions of Turkestan at that time
it was difficult to determine national characteris-
tics in relation to linguistic characteristics. It was
especially difficult to clarify the ethnic differences
between the Sarts and the Uzbeks, as well as some
Farsi (Tajik) language groups. In the XVIII-XIX
centuries. in the Fergana Valley, the number of Ta-
jiks grew due to external migration, which led to the
problem of separating their Turkified part from the
settled Sarts (see: Abashidze, 2004: 58). In addition
to the Kyrgyz, Sarts (788 thousand), Uzbeks (153
thousand), Turks (260 thousand), Karakalpaks, Kip-
chaks, Kashkars, Tajiks, and Mongols lived in the
Fergana Valley. The number of Fergana Kyrgyz, ac-
cording to one source, was 202 thousand people: in
research by K.K. Palena — 423 thousand, according
to N.V. Turchaninov — 259 thousand. Eight peoples
are most clearly distinguished: Sarts, Kara-Kyrgyz,
Turkic-Tatars (Central Asian Turks — O.K.), Uz-
beks, Kipchaks, Karakalpaks , Kashkars, Tajiks,
who made up the population of the Fergana region
in 1904. Due to errors made in statistical work, the
results of the census of that time were constantly
changing. For example, the statistics of that time
were characterized by the fact that the number of
Fergana Kyrgyz “grew”, and according to some data
“decreased”. The publishing house “Yearbook of
the Fergana Region” in the first issue of 1901 pro-
vides the relevant statistical data for 1899. Accord-
ing to these data, 50% of the total population of the
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Fergana Valley are Sarts, 11% Tajiks, 300 thousand
Kara-Kyrgyz (Kyrgyz), 170 thousand Kashkars, etc.
(Abashin, 2004: 61-62).

In 1924, the “Statistical Yearbook 1917-
1923” was published. Statistical Department of
the Turkestan SSR. The head of the management
department, I.P. Magidovich, provided compre-
hensive information on the national composition
of the population of Fergana. It describes the in-
tegration into the data of the population of the no-
madic volosts of Namangan and Andijan districts,
which were not previously included in the survey.
When clarifying the situation on the population of
Osh district, data from the settlement commission
(Resettlement Administration) for 1911 and 1913
were used. I.P. Magidovich, based on the available
accurate data, writes: “... the Karakyrgyz (Kyrgyz)
retained the purity of their blood, since they lived
in high mountains away from others.” The author
indicates the tribal composition of the Kyrgyz, the
right and left wing (thirty sons), the Ichkilik tribal
group, the total number of Kyrgyz in relation to
the tribal groups (Abashin, 2004: 73-74). In 1897,
according to the census of the Namangan district
(rural population), the Turkic-speaking Sarts were
58.0%, Tajiks — 18.55%, Kyrgyz — 7.17%, accord-
ing to data for 1904, the population speaking the
Sart language was 63.38 %, Kyrgyz — 21.46%.
These data were obtained after including the Arym,
Chatkal, and Suusamyr districts. The number of
Kyrgyz in the district in 1897-1904. increased by
59 thousand people (Bushkov, Zotova, 2004: 115-
116). The Namangan district included the volosts
of Arym, Bagysh, Kyzyl-Dzhar, Kyrk-Uul, Saruu,
Suusamyr, Chatkal, Bayastan, Kutluk-Seit, which
at that time were inhabited mainly by Kyrgyz. Be-
tween 1904 and 1911, data on the ethnic compo-
sition of the population of the Fergana region be-
came more accurate, indicating an improvement in
the quality of work of state statistical institutions.

The ethnic affiliation of “Kyrgyz-Kipchaks” and
“Kulan-Kipchaks,” as well as their differences, need
clarification. Numerous mentions of the Kipchaks,
who inhabited the Fergana Valley, can be found in
historical sources as well as in subsequent statistical
compilations. Their total number in statistical
collections ranges from 40 to 60 thousand. L.P.
Magidovich in his work warns against ethnic mixing
of the Ferghana Kipchaks with the Kyrgyz and
Karakalpaks. The Kipchaks in the Fergana Valley
“constantly emphasized that they were different
from the Kyrgyz and Uzbeks.” The researcher notes
the special role of the Kipchaks in the Kokand
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Khanate (Magidovich, 1924: 43-45)". These
Kipchaks (Kulan-Kipchaks) were mainly engaged
in cattle breeding, some of them moved to sedentary
life, and some lived the life of a cattle breeder. The
Kipchaks lived mainly near cities and populated
areas. Kulan-Kipchaks, in contrast to the “Kyrgyz-
Kipchaks,” moved from Desht-i-Kipchak (from the
middle reaches of the Syr Darya) to the Fergana
Valley in the 16th-17th centuries and were migrants,
a nomadic ethnic group. All of them were in the first
quarter In the 20th century, during the first census
and establishment of borders, they were registered
by the authorities as “Uzbeks,” after which they
were included in the Uzbeks. Currently, it is known
that the bulk of the representatives of the Kyrgyz
tribes in the Fergana Valley (on the Uzbek side) are
representatives of the Kipchak tribe.

The Kyrgyz tribe “Kipchak™ call themselves
«Kyrgyz-Kipchaks». The endoethnonym term
“Kyrgyz-Kipchak™ is used by representatives of
the Kyrgyz tribe Kipchak to distinguish themselves
from the “Kulan-Kipchak” nomadic Uzbeks who
switched to a sedentary lifestyle from Desht-i-
Kipchak. Kyrgyz-Kipchaks are one of the largest
Kyrgyz tribes that became part of the Kyrgyz ethnic
group around the 10th century.

Representatives of this genus are found among
the Kyrgyz people who currently live in the People’s
Republic of China, Tajikistan (Murghab, Zherge-
Tal), northern Afghanistan (Wakhan corridor), and
the Kyrgyz of Chui, Batken, Jalal-Abad, and Osh
oblasts of the Kyrgyz Republic. [.M.Zarubin in his
statistical work “List of nationalities of Turkestam
Territory” (Zarubin, 1925:1925) (Zarubin, 1925:5)
specified ethnic differences of Kyrgyz from Kazakhs
and noted that ethnic self-consciousness of Kyrgyz
in comparison with neighboring Kazakhs takes
a very strong place. But the Kuramins?, being an

! Note: We are referring to the Kulan-Kipchaks, who
achieved political dominance in the Khanate of Kokand for
several years. — O.K.

2 The Kuramins. The Kuramins, who inhabited the Angren
Oasis, trace their origins to the tribes of the senior and middle
zhuz of the Kazakhs. In the 17th-18th centuries, they settled in the
territory of the modern district. The settlement of the Kuramins,
the economy of the migrants, and some of their differences
from the local ethnic environment are reflected in the works of
N.A. Aristov. The Kuramins who resettled in the Fergana Valley
consist of tribes such as Kerait, Zhalaiyr, Zhapalak, Toru Aygir,
Kara Chapkan, Chuvadak (Chuldak), Alchyn, Uyshun, Besh-
Kalyn (Taz), Karashyrak (Karashyyrak), and others. Among
these tribes, the Zhalaiyr were the most influential. Almost all
of the mentioned tribes among the Kuramins have parallels in
Kyrgyz ethnonyms. Some researchers (A.P. Okladnikov and
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independent ethnos living in neighboring settlements
with the Kyrgyz, have retained their ethnic identity
weakly. The author reports that there are more
than 126 thousand Kyrgyz living in Osh district.
This source of information does not correspond to
the data of previous statistical compilations on the
number of Kyrgyz people of 127.5 thousand people.
This indicates that after the establishment of Soviet
power, statistical data began to be provided more
accurately. It should be noted that the data presented
above does not include about Kyrgyz people who
live in the Andijan and Namangan, Margilan and
Khujand regions. It is obvious that during the
“census” in the Fergana region and other regions
of Central Asia, some large ethnic groups were
eliminated, and the names of small ethnic groups
turned into the main national names. For example, at
the kurultai held in Tashkent in 1921, the ethnonym
“Uighurs” was restored as the name of the people,
while the Turkic-Persian-speaking Sarts, who made
up a significant part of the population of Fergana,
then the Kuramins, Kipchaks, Kashkars (immigrants
from East Turkestan), Karakalpaks , Arabs,
and some Tajiks were forced to accept the exo-
ethnonym “Uzbeks” and forget their language and
culture. The researcher of Central Asia V. Mallitsky
wrote about the actions to assign a new name to
the settled population speaking the Turkic-Farsi
language. He noted that this movement “was led by
the Samarkand intellectual figure S. Lapin.” “Under
the activities of the intelligent S. Lapin in 1890, the
name “‘sart” is not mentioned in official documents
in Samarkand.” Therefore, the opinion of naming
the population with the term “Uzbek” began to gain
wide acceptance as early as the beginning of the
20th century (see: Abashin, 2004: 83-84). In 1926,
alongside the clarification of national boundaries,
the All-Union Population Census was conducted in
the USSR. In Central Asia, including the Fergana
region, a new ethno-cultural policy began to be
implemented. According to the 1926 census data,

others) connect the eastern origin of the ethnonym “Kuramins”
with ancient Turkic times. Runic inscriptions found in the
territory inhabited by this tribe also illustrate this. Descendants
of this ancient lineage under the name “kuramsha — kuramchi”
have survived as part of the Buryats of the Ekhirit-Bulagat
district. Researcher T.A. Bertagaev notes in his studies that
the origin of the Kurams belongs to the circle of Mongolian-
speaking tribes and defines the meaning of “kura — kh — khura
— kh” as “gathering”, “uniting”. Khuramsha — kuramcha; —
chin; — cha — shan; — sha; — a member of the chin in Mongolian
languages defines occupation, movement. The word “kurama”
is known as the name of clans within the Kyrgyz tribes Solto,
Teiyit.

there were 327 thousand Kipchaks (Kulan-Kipchaks
and others) living in the Fergana Valley. Historian
and ethnographer K.Sh. Shaniyazov wrote that the
inclusion of the Kipchaks into the newly formed
Uzbek nation was a very complex process (see:
Shaniyazov, 1974: 68). Presumably, the renowned
ethnographer and Turkologist K. Sh. Shaniyazov
includes Kyrgyz-Kipchaks, Karakalpaks, and other
tribes among the Kulan-Kipchaks.

According to the same census data from 1926
in the Uzbek SSR (established in 1924), there were
58,960 Kyrgyz residing in the Andijan, Fergana,
and Namangan regions, of which 58,768 Kyrgyz
lived in rural areas (Abdullaecv, Atakhanov, 2014:
2). Onomastic data also contribute to sources that
accurately reflect the historical situation. In the
toponymy of the Fergana Valley, Kyrgyz names of
large tribes, smaller clans, and groups are widely
spread. In the statistical work “List of Settlements of
Fergana” (Skobelev, 1909: 34,35,52,53... and other
pages), settlements, villages inhabited by Kyrgyz,
and the number of inhabitants in each village are
clearly indicated. A wealth of precise information is
also available in the works of the renowned expert
on the ethnography of Fergana, S.S. Gubaeva. The
distribution of Kyrgyz throughout the Fergana
Valley was localized. On the northern and eastern
sides of the valley lived tribes from the right
and left wings, while on the southern side were
representatives of the tribal group of Ichkilikovs
(Gubaeva, 1983, 84). These included: Basyz,
Munduz, Saruu, Chon Bagysh, Kitay; tribes of
the right wing: Jediger, Bagysh, Mongol, Sayak;
groups of the Adigin tribe (Bargy, Boru, Joru, Kara
Bagysh, Sarty) and Mungushi inhabited the eastern
part of the valley. The tribal group of Ichkilikovs
consisted of Kypchak, Naiman, Teiyit, Kesek,
Toolos, Zhookesek, Kandy, Boston, Noygut, Avat,
Orgu. In the volosts of Chapkildyk, Sibirgi, and
Bokso, which were part of the Khodjent district,
representatives of the Kesek, Teiyit, Kypchak, Avat,
Orgu, and Chapkildyk tribes lived.

Conclusion

It is worth noting that some of the located
Kyrgyz villages were included in the Uzbek SSR,
Tajik ASSR. For example, in the triangle of Fergana
— Yazyavan — Kuva there are representatives of
the tribes Boston, Kandy, Naiman, Kypchaks,
Jookesek. In these places there are such Kyrgyz
villages and hamlets as Boston (several villages),
Naiman (several villages), Kyzyl-Kypchak, Kyrgyz-
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Kypchak, Jookekesek, Budkachi (Kypchak tribe),
Chapkyldyk, Durmancha (Kypchak), Toraigyr
(Kypchak), Shabada (Boston) and others. (Gubaeva,
1983: 84-85). The appearance of ethnotoponyms at
the junction of languages and cultures is proved
by science. For example, the area of settlement of
the Mungush tribe of the right wing can be traced
by ethnotoponyms. For example, there are villages
Zhapalak, Zhezkazgan, Sokolok, Erke-Kashka,
Uluuu-Katyn, Mangyt, Kok-Zhatyk, Kodogochun,
Toleiken, Zhoosh, and others. On the Uzbek side
of the valley, Bagysh, Kara-Bagysh, Aryk-Bagysh,
Uch-Bagysh, Chon-Bagysh and other toponymic
names are widespread in the areas from Aravan,
Asake to the Yangi-Kurgan district of Namangan.
According to the toponyms Kydirsha, Koklen
(Teyit), Teyit, Kara-Teyit and others, it can be
traced that representatives of the Kyrgyz tribe Teyit
have lived in the territory of Margelan district since
ancient times.

According to Uzbek scientists of the XXI
century, the northern slopes of the Fergana Valley
are inhabited by representatives of the tribes Sayak,
Djediger, Bagysh, Monol, belonging to the right
wing of the Kyrgyz, and Saruu, Basyz, Kushchu,
Chonbagysh, Kitay, Munduz, belonging to the left
wing of the Kyrgyz. And in the southern part of
the Fergana Valley settled representatives of the
tribes Kypchak, Naiman, Teyit, Kesek, Kandy,
Boston, Noygut, Avat, Toolos, belonging to the
Ichkilik tribal group (Abdullaev, Atakhanov,
2014: 2).

Groups of Kyrgyz, Kipchak (Kyrgyz-Kipchak)
tribes live in the territory of Pap, Chust, Buvaida,
Yangikurgan, Uichi, Naryn, Uchkurgan, Dangara,
Balykchy, Izbaskent, Korgon-Tyubinsk, Jalal-
Kuduk districts. Representatives of the genus
Naiman, according to the data of Ya. B. Vinnikov,
live in some villages of Kuvaisinsk, Alyty-Aryk,
and Tashlak districts (Vinnikov, 1956:163). In

addition, the Naimans live in Kozho-Abad, Korgon-
Tyubinsk districts of Andijan province. It is also
known that the names of these tribes are found in
local toponymy.

Members of the Kesek tribe, belonging to the
Ichkilikov tribal group (Bulgachis), live in the
Korgon-Tyubin and Jalal-Kuduk districts of the
Andijan region. Keseks live compactly in the
villages of Dardak, Dehkanchechi, Kampiravat
in the Korgon-Tyubin district. Y.R. Vinnikov
considered the Zhookeseks as an independent tribe.
Some sources indicate that the Zhookeseks were part
of the Kesek tribe. It is known that the Zhookeseks
inhabited the territories of the Narynsky, Alt-Aryk,
Fergana, Kuva (Kuvasay), and Akhunbabayevsky
districts. The Zhookeseks are dispersed in the
aforementioned regions and live mixed with Uzbeks
(Abullaev, Atakhanov, 2014: 3-4).

Representatives of the Kyrgyz clan Kandy
inhabit the territories of the Korgon-Tyubinsky,
Jalal-Kuduk, Kodjo-Abad, Fergana, and Kuvin
districts. It is known that a significant number
of tribal groups of the Boston tribe reside in the
aforementioned districts. Noyguts are one of the
numerous Kyrgyz tribes living in Uzbekistan. The
main part of the Noyguts settled in the villages of
Noygut, Imanarik of the Uch-Korgon district, and
in the village of Chekshura of the Fergana district.
Avaty live in the Uch-Korgon and Naryn districts of
the Fergana Valley. Tooloses live compactly in the
villages of Jalal-Kuduk and Kojho-Abad districts of
the Andijan region.

Overall, comprehensive studies of the ethnic
history, ethnogenesis, ethnic culture, language,
material, and spiritual culture of Kyrgyz people
living in Uzbekistan have not been conducted to the
present day. We believe that the existing close socio-
economic and cultural ties between the two countries

will provide ample opportunities for research.
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